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What Does the Data Tell Us?
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● Batelle for Kids and EdLeader 21’s Portrait of 
the Graduate website describes it as serving 
as a “North Star for system transformation”.

● The PoG provides strategic direction and 
collective vision for the knowledge, skills and 
dispositions we want our students to possess 
by the time they graduate. 

● When best utilized, the Portrait should drive 
every aspect of the district and school’s work.

● It is NOT a curriculum!

Why Craft The Vision?



Why the Portrait of the Graduate?
● Connecticut High School Graduation 

Requirements and the District Mastery-Based 
Diploma Assessment requirement are a new 
graduation requirement. 

● The State of Connecticut recommends building 
the assessment around the District’s Portrait of 
a Graduate competencies that schools define for 
NEASC accreditation. 

● These competencies are the cross-curricular 
skills and knowledge that every graduate needs 
to be successful. 

● Schools, districts, and communities work 
together to collaboratively define the essential 
skills and knowledge all graduates need to live 
healthy and productive lives.
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What is Next for the PoG?
● Intentional alignment to applications in the 

classroom--instruction/assessment.

● Specific to individual school sites

● Orientation for staff, students, and families

● Craft into student-friendly language for all 
learners

● The future...student-led conferences, curriculum 
nights (literacy, STEM, numeracy)
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Portrait of the Graduate at SHS?
The new Connecticut High School Graduation Requirements include a 
District Mastery-Based Diploma Assessment requirement.  The State of 
Connecticut recommends building the assessment around the Portrait of 
the Graduate competencies that schools define for ongoing accreditation.

Student progress toward the Mastery-Based Diploma is measured 
through the following ways:

● The school’s Active Citizenship Project in 10th grade

● Individual student performance on the Portrait of the Graduate 
competencies embedded into coursework
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First Quarter results at SHS?
Students were able to demonstrate 
progress toward the attainment of 
the Portrait of the Graduate 
competencies while the overall 
impact on grades was statistically 
inconsequential:

● SHS Avg. = 83.25% w/ PoG*
● SHS Avg. = 82.49% w/o PoG

*Overall grades were slightly higher with the PoG included in the grading system
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Thanks!
Any questions?



Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:
✘ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
✘ Photographs by Unsplash
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